CHAPTER XV,
OE^TAMEISTTS. .    (Abharanam),
"A wife being gaily adorned, her whole house is embellished; but, if she be destitute of ornament, all will be deprived of decoration." (Mamtjiii, 63,)
PROBABLY in no country in the world is the love of personal ornament so manifest as it is in India. The sight of the great princes in full gala dress is a dream of brightness and wealth; and even the poorest day labourer manages to possess some ornament, if it is only a silver, or even copper ring for his finger, or toe. This passion for jewels hinders a true advance in the welfare of the country. Money which properly circulated would add infinitely to the comfort of the individual, and to the welfare of the community, is locked up in jewels that lie utterly unproductive of good, and are a cause of anxiety. Any little extra gain and savings are almost invariably invested in jewels. The owner is happy if on gala days he can adorn himself, or his family with so much jewellery ; and he likes to be spoken of as a man possessing so many rupees worth of the same. A man's wealth is often spoken of as the possession of so much in jewels. Even a domestic servant, or day labourer, will have his little savings melted down and made into an ornament for himself, or for one of his family. Such people, when remonstrated with, will say it is a good investment,